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her faithful nurse who knows her secret, and takes her place
in the pavilion Potiphar has had erected for her. No sooner
is Joseph exposed for sale than Zelikha recognises in him
the beautiful being who has visited her in her dreams and
the love of whom has brought her to Egypt from her native
land. She swoons at the sight, but is restored to her senses
by her nurse, who sprinkles rose-water on her face. She then
sends the nurse to Joseph to tell him that the Grandee's
wife wishes to purchase him and adopt him as her son. The
beautiful young Prophet replies that he knows Zelfkha's case,
and is himself in love with her, but that they must yet wait
many years ere they can attain to their desires. The nurse
returns with this message. Then the auction begins. Everyone
is eager to bid; even a poor old woman comes forward with
a bundle of yarn, her only possession, which she offers.
Someone bids a purse of gold, this is soon increased to a
hundred; then someone offers the boy's weight in pure musk,
this is bettered by another's offer of his weight in jewels.
At last Zelikha makes her bid, double that of the others,
who are thus put to silence. She then sends to the Grandee
asking him to buy the boy and adopt him as his son, and
on Potiphar's replying that he has not treasure enough to
supply the price, she provides for it from her own store of
jewels. The Grandee then purchases Joseph from Malik and
hands him over to the care of Zelikha.

Here the narrator pauses in the course of his history to
tell the story of another lady who was present at the sale.
This is Bazigha, a young lady of high lineage, great beauty
and immense wealth. All this good fortune had made her
proud, and when she had heard of Joseph, though she loved
him from the accounts brought to her, she had thought to
humble him before her own loveliness and magnificence.
She had therefore arrayed herself in splendid apparel and